THE MINISTER AND POLAND S POLICY
from the Seym and deeply impressed the opinion of
Great Britain, " is worth as much as the consequences
which flow from it." If ever this pithy statement was
justified in history it was justified in the consequence
which emerged in Great Britain from the Polish-German
agreement of 1954. At first British public opinion was
stunned with surprise. The cartoon cLa Polonaise/
which has been reprinted from Punch, though not
appearing at this time, seems very adequately to express
the feelings which at that time surged in the public
breast. Poknd had now done something distinctive in
the eyes of the world. Her Foreign Minister had
attracted the attention of the European chancelleries.
But was c La Polonaise* not simply skating on the ice ?
Was she not making herself the dupe of Hitler ? Was
the German Chancellor not playing with her as the cat
plays with the mouse ? These questions are quite in the
spirit of the first British reactions to this noteworthy
agreement; but as the days went on, and it was dis-
covered that Hitler was duly honouring it, when the
torrent of German propaganda which under the Weimar
Republic had flowed madly in a heavy stream suddenly
stopped, as if its main source had been tapped, then it
began to be recognized that, even though the agreement
were to be denounced when it had only half run its
course, it had already succeeded in its main object.
Publicists who had proclaimed that the so-called Corridor
could never be held by Poland and that a day of reckon-
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